A look at the WRC and more...

As we waited for the start of the 2005 World Rally
Champicnships in Mente Carlo, some of us tock cur entertoinment
in the form chukur 2005; a litte bit of guilty pleasure 1o whet our
grpeﬁre before the WRC. The Car category wos topped by the duo

Stephane Peterhansel and Jean-Poul Cotiret. Sure there were
also motorcycles and trucks, but really, don't we lave fo see those
cars gaing oll out across the desert?

Stéphane Peterhansel and
Jean-Paul Cofiret, Luc
Alphand and Gilles Picard
on Stoge 16 of the 2005
DAKAR rallly.

Pondering the upcoming WRC seasan has been good armchair
spart, As usual, drivers shuffling from one team to ancther, cors
being prepared for the next season, and courses ‘tweaked'. In the *
guys we can't help cheering for’ department, Richard Burns reports
on his website that he is "getting physically and mentally much
stranger” in his recovery fgnm a brain tumer.

There were driver changes on every team this year, but Ford seems
1o have taken a big leap. After losing Markko Mirtin to Peugeot
and Francais Duval to Citroén, Ford puts some faith in two ‘less
proven’ drivers: Toni Gordemeister, and Roman Kresto, Both show
great promise, but the WRC circuit is no picnic, so only fime will
tell. Ford's loss of Duval is Citrogn's gain. Duvel ran 53 points last
year, which put him in &th place. Along with fop driver Sébastien
Loeb, Citrogin has some impressive tolent. Unfartunate that this will
be the last year for Citroéin and Peugect, as they have ennounced
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in third. This yeer the Monte Carlo wos made hghref by seMting up
the service park in fown, harbour-side. Most of the stoges were
predominantly tarmac, with sporadic patches of snow and ice.
Choosing fo run racing slicks was really the only option, a situation
best described by Petter Solberg os “bloody difficult.” Added to this
was the challenge crested by some speciators throwing snow on
the stage, catching both Solberg and Marcus Grosholm by

that they will be pulling out end of year. Citroén had planned on
bringing out the new Cd during 2005, but those plans have been
scropped. “For sure, using the Xsaro is going to be o hondicop,”
said Citrogn Boss Guy Freguelin, in a quate Autosport, Wasn"
t that cor invelved in winning both the Monufacturer's and Driver's
titles bast year?

Janwary 21-23rd saw the hosting of the opening rally of the WRC
season in Mante Corlo, As many expected, Séhastien Loeb made it
a hat trick by winning his third Mante Carlo three years running.
Ford's new blood Toni Gardemeister impressed many by taking
second ploce, and Gilles Panizzi bringing Mitsubishi to the podium

surprise, and although they both odmitted that they should have

knawn better, they were Frustrated that they hod croshed. Both
drivers lost a wheel on the some comer. Peugeot was able to get
Gronhalm back in it, but the Subaru car was too badly damaged,
bringing them no points for this rally.

Next stop: the Uddehalm Swedish Rally, the only 100% snow event
on the circuit.
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