by John Mclaren

tulations on becoming Western
Canada Rally Chompian Co-driver of your
first attempt. How does it feel to be the
younges! ever champion af 172

OK, Iguess 1 don't reclly think about it
thet much. | stepped in ?o{'dp MNorm out
just 1 week before the first event, and it wos
just one event ot a time, | never t
about the championship until we got fo PFR
and then it wos more about keeping Joe's
chances dlive.

When you won your first event oulright,
you became the youngest ever winner of o
regional sfoge avent. How did that feel?

Very cocl. Norm & | had such a great fime
on fhe event. It wos a lot of fun, We only
met for the first time, on the morning of the
rally. We had o spin on the first stoge and
were loa busy chatfi in the mr li:m
on the transit and
We only just mode it to |I-s slurlci

in fime., Made for @ fun ransit

Huﬁuy thrawgh the rally, we hit o bridge
and ripped o back wheel off, | think wk:dslill
mancged to win that stege, but it loo
like we would be going cut early, Cody did
a greal job getfing us back in the rally and
out of service on time. On one of the next
stages, | called a 5 left followed by a lo
straight and told Norm ta floor it. Whicmue
did, only to find @ chicane just arcund the
cormer. | remember adding *, or not” as we
wnnrlhl h it ot a lot of funny angles.

as fighting fo control and
rnmugod to not hit any of the chicane. We
had a goed lough obout that afterwards.
| remember that event for being relaxed, no
pressure, just out to have fun. We loughed
a lot that day.

AP hoto com

Everyone should get o chance ko do of least
one rally just for aﬂ

Then you switched driver, why was that?

The ride with Noem was o one off. Paul,
his normal co-driver was on heliday during
the first event. | thought the season was
going to be just that one event and then Joe
asked me to do Rocky in the Specially
Subaru rally car. At first, Rocky was just
anather ane off but we did so well Joe
asked me fo stay on for the season. We
wauld have done all the other events if the
car could have been repaired in time for
Kananaskis

Rocky was your 13t national. You won the
regional portion and almost made the
podium in the national with 4th overall, Did
yo(.;lga inta if thinking that you ceuld do so
well?

Mo. Rocky was the high point of the
season. Looking at the entry list, o top 10
ploce would have been a good result. To get
4th overall with anly Pat, Antoine and
Andrew in front of us in Open closs cars
was very special.

If that was the high peint, what was the
low point of the season?

Watching Narm & Paul go by us af PFR
when we were out of the side of the road.
You sew us go off on TV but just belore that
was & jump where | get hrown around in
my seat, lost my ploce in the notes, and
g 't glvﬁ‘Joe the cc_irlll‘;n fime. Wlwere

ying on that stoge first time

we took 20 seconds off Norm and Ir:ﬂd
tell that we alr 20 seconds faster than
our previous time by that point in the stage.
| felt really bad for nat making the call, ond
| knew that was Joe's chance for the

This yoar saw the introduction of
reconnaissance ond poce notes, You've used
the old route book when you did course
apening, 10 how did you get on with pace
notes?

Making your own notes is far beter, and
sofer, than using a reute book or notes that
someane else has made. We used stoge notes
ot Rocky and while the notes are not
necessarily wrong, they are still not os
a3 your own pace notes. It's definitely
to go and | wouldn't want to go back to the
old ways,

As 0 17 yoor old | expect you play o lot of
computer games. Do you use any rally games,
mlu’dulhey help?

| herve Colin McRae 04 on the X-Box. If's o
really good gome and | used it a lot sarly in
the ssoson to pracice reciting the pace nofes,
It also helped 1o keap me hngh
events, as we do not do o lot of testing like the
professionals you see on TV,

What advice would you have to young
people that want fa get into rallying?

Even if you want fo be a driver, navigate first
so that you appreciale your navigator
you do get behind the wheel. Driving's also
wary too expansive for a studant. | olso think
that learning to navigate before you become
an experienced driver mokes for o better
navigater, | hed confidence in all my drivers. |
left them 1o do the driving and | concentrated
on what | hod o do.
The mest impertant thing is to get out thers
and take part, | was at the spectator point in
Cache Creek when | was 12, | navigated in
505 when | was 14, ond wos @ marshal f
the spectator point at PFR in 2003, Thot was.
when | hod o take over navigating in the
course opening car and that's how | came lo
be in o position 1o ba asked 1o fill in when
someane needed o co-driver. You learn a lot
from being in the sport of all levels.
What are your plans for 20052
Well, this is my grade 12 year ond the plan af
Christras was to do no rallying in 2005 until |
had finished high schoal and graduated.
Then Joa came really close fo securing o
major sponsor that would have seen us in a
full Group N car for all 3 major

homsiombiie o Mot Ameriis; s e

may even have hod Pat and Natalie [Richard)
as eam mates. Sadly, that did not come off.
Witk the current level of uncertainty with the
organizers of the Conodian and US
championships the Iummﬁ was just bod for us.
At least this way | don’t have to wark my
previncial exams around my rollying.

Thanks Cwen and good luck with grode 12.



