Pot Richard Interview Confinues...

You and your sister Nathalie seem fo be
working well logether. What's it like
working so closely with your sister. Is it
easier to deal with problems in the car
when you know each other so well?

\M:II, if's good and it's bc-du | meanl,
u know, it's your sister.. _sibling rival
ﬁu always hg{puond stuff, but ::Plhe car it
use we con get mad at each

r and not all freak out about it It
works well, like she knows when I'm about
1o crash or when I'm just givin‘er, and we
had a really good season together. She's
done a good job.
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Yeah, | think between myself and a few
other falks we've all shared a vision of a
business madel for rallying that warks.
The problem is there a lot of people inval-
ved in the sport who don't share that
vision. 5o, even if we can see that, there
may be o lot of other pecple who are
either new fo the sport or have been in
the sport a long fime that don't want it to
change or whatever. If's almast impossible
to get everybody on side fo go to o com-
mon goal, and that's really what's hin-
dered the evolution of the sport, at least
in the United Stotes anyway. | definitel
believe there is o viable business madel,
nat only for drivers but for teams, spon-
sors, event orgonizers. |'ve seen it work
in ofher countries and there’s no reason it
shouldn't work here,

So you think there’s hope that teams can
pay for rallying with sponsorship money?

It's nat that | think there's hope, | know
it's possible, I've been surviving os a rally
driver for three years now so | know it's
possible. IV's just thot people need to do
all the things that need to be done, not just
two or three things they think should be
done and then be all stoked and not follow
through with the fifieen other things that
need fo be done. And that goes for the
whole gamut, from event organizers, to
promaters, to TV producers, to the compet-
itars, and fo the hospitality people hasting
the sponsars. Everybody's got o put on
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a good experience, not anly for the specia-
tors but for the companies involved in the
sport 3o they con ulfimately sel their prod-
ucts ond so it locks excifing and not just
like & bunch of guys going slow. You
know, all that kind of stuff needs 1o
happen

The SCCA just dropped rallying for what-
ever reason. Do you see this as this a

good thing?

Il’lr:docluul ql\l.ui!e hm:zy ll"’\.nl EC*E; has
pulled out of rallying and | thinl ve
the spart aydri?serviae by saying that
it's exclusively due to insurance concerns.

I know that's not the case because we can
rally in Conoda and we have insurance.
r suggesﬁonw;‘gadve to the orgu;z:s in
he States was why don't you just odopt
the Canadion rulebook nm:@ our insur
ance provider and you'll have insuronce in
two days. It really goes 1o the peint that it
s not the issue. If's unfortunate because
there are o lot of people whe are SCCA
members wha have put a kot inta rallying.
It sucks for them 1o not be directly invalved
in the sport anymore, but ot the same fime
we had a bunch of people involved in the
sport wha didn't know much about the
sport and didn’t care about the sport, and

in some respects were mismanaging it.
Sa, | think it's - and that might be
confroversial - but | was cne of the first

people 1o ‘:cmﬁ’rW tulate Rolly America for
foking o ste ord and toking over. To
be honest, | ﬂ-unk f the SCCA hadn't

dropped it they were going to be forced 1o
drop it anyway. There were meetings
already being held about starting o new

series

What's one of the most important lessons
you've learned as a driver? Did someone
ever give you a piece of advice that made
something ‘click’ and improve your
driving?

Mever give up, and the fires will grip.
The tires always grip woy more than you
think they will so just go.

What's after rallying for you? Or is there
ony “after” rallying?

Well, | don't know. My wite just hod o
baby and I've got to settle down. | think
that's why | opened up the shop, becouse
already 'm traveling too much. | need to
hang out and build some cars for other
people. So, | don't know if there's an *
after” rally. We'll see. | have talked to a
couple of about orgonizing on
International Rally, but I'm not geing fo get
into that until after I'm done driving.
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