An interview

“This interview originally appeared in
Issue #2 of Subiesport Mogozine, ond s
reprinted here with permission of the
author and publication.*

So, take us on a brief overview of your
rally career so far. It's been o preity
quick five years.

‘Well, five years is pretty long sometimes
to0. We started rollying when | lived up in
Whistler about five years ago, and we did
our first event in Alberta because of the
fime there were no events in BC. After our
first couple of rallies wa started to do well.
| think in our second rally we come fourth
overall ot @ Mational, From then on we
got hooked up with Subaru and | won the
Canadian Championship in 2002 and the
North American Championship that year
as well. In 2003 we did the Production
Car World Championship, and in 2004
we've won the Canadian and American

Championships.

Yﬂulmn‘m‘pimpndm the deep end when
you started rallying and progressed very

» If you were fo give advice lo
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they start out?

‘When | jumped into rollying, | guess I'd
abways wanted to rally ever since | was

abaut sixteen and I'd seen it on TV, Wa
had ohways sort of “rallied” on the back-
roads and stuff and when | was finally
able fo dao it, | knew it was something |
really wanted to do all my life Evr:r ne's
different and has their own way of
things. Seme people like to jump in whglu
hog and others like to take
smaoller steps. Generally
speaking, | think for most
people, until they know that
rallying is what it needs to
them, they should
probably iry and go in
smaller steps. Some people
think we went in crazy, but
we took smaller steps. Like,
we didn't build a crazy cor
to start with, | spent fhe
minimum on the car end
did the most number of
events, | think that's better,
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In Conada, I've hod 1o beat guys like
Frank Sprongl, Sylvain Erickson, Tom
MeGeer, :T»lnlome Lestage Those ore
all guys whom, righthully so, think that they
con win of the start of every rally. So, they
‘ve all been pretty good battles. In the US,
we've had 1o go up ogainst all the top

just bo gnf more axperience.
Rallying is tough. You have to stay up all
o vk et ) ol sgwnd incises
and fime, and drive really for. If's like
anrlhing, the benefits need to be worth the
reward, but if you invest too much of your
maoney and you don't enjoy it, then you'll
probably get burnt out. You see a lot of
p::lphr coming in with these crazy cars
they only do three or four rallies
before they disappeor forever.

Smupmpkmughrmy
that this year has been
s prefty easy for you.
Wsl‘u:yenrbeenﬁﬁ!
| from your perspective?

1 hink tha's net really
true. | think that every
rally I've had to try
hard and we've actually
led every rally we've
entered this year, but it
wasn't like we were just

cruising around. All the

ol waly fost drivers,

drivers that were driving lost year and the
soas befors i Retarse Lagipsenin
Seamus Burke, Lauchlin O'Sullivan.
They're ll still driving, so it's not like just
because the factory teams weren't there
the driver's were gone. I've just hod to put
my head down and do the job because

laist yeor wos o really tough year,

What was it like running your own
program this year in the States?

It was pretty good actually. The sponsor-
ﬂip for Iheh\l'\’br::‘l G\hcmpiond!ip fell "

i right at the last minute, so | onl
ho:'o{‘oor o week 1o get a program
together if | was going to try and do the
US series from the stort. So, | just got the
cor and showed up ot the first race not
having too many high expectations but just
wanting fo run it. We ended up winning
that race ond the next twa in the US ater
that so the year started off well and we've
been kind of riding on the coattails of that

ﬁrsucness Running my awn car in the

as been not oo much different from



