Ah, winter. The snow is falling, the bears
are hibernating, and rally enthusiosts
from Culifornia to Alaska, and
everywhere in between, are gearing up
for the 34th Thunderbird event on
February 19th and 20th.

With the sup reqslt.rrpard the entries
ring in, teams all over are prepari

s!‘:‘;r ;Eu for twe days of ralIyFi,n the ;gaw
and ice of Interior Brifish Columbia. For
those new to winter rally, and for those
who ore well versed in car vs. snow benk
physics, | have compiled a list of
addifional gear thot con give you o
competitive advantoge in winter
condifions.

The first thing you need to do is check
H\a}ycul\cweamlheeq ment posted
in the sup regs at www. m"yﬁ( com.
Check ywr!f?:e extinguisher to make sure
it hasn't gone off accidentally in
trunk or lost its charge in any fashion.
Also, make sure your first aid kit is up 1o
por. You con find the new rules for first
aid kits at hitp://www.rallybe.com/
archives/2005/2005FirstAidKit. him.
Norw that you have that finished, le's
mave on to the additional things you're
geing to want to have for winter rallies.

Some of the recommended equipment
for T-Bird is a set of four studded snow
firas, o map light, driving lights, warm
clothing, o shovel, o tow rope, ond en ice
scraper. These are great suggestions, but
I'm going fo take them one step further,

Chances are, you're not going o be
able to fit a full-sized snow shovel info
your trunk, There are tons of shovels on
the market that are collopsible ond some
that are compact versions of square snow
shavels. The compact shovels can mave o
lot of snow with each scoop, which is

good, but they are offen expensive. Most
oollopalble shovels hove weal( jaints that

loose and are more frustration

than they are worfh, but they fit easily in
the trunk. | found this one ot Lee Valley
online for $27.50 CAD, if's tight, salid,
and folds up nicely to fit in my trunk box.
Best of all, it has a really wide handle at
the top so it can be used wearing thick
gloves, Check it out of www leevalley.com
under gardening,/speciclly shovels.

Speaking of thick gloves,
sure you pock a set

of them and a toque [a knit
cop for our friends south of
the border). You won't bel-
ieve how many teams
show up without proper
winter clothing.

It's on excellent idea to
have good towrape in
your car. They're not very
expensive and you will need
it one day. A quick iden is
to purchase o couple of
different sized furnbuckles
from & hardware sore.
They are relatively inexpen-
sive, but may get you out of
a diitch faster when you find
out that your fowrope fastens
easily to your bumper, but
nat 0 well to the sweep
vehicle.

I you con afford it, there
are lots of things you can pack along to
help you in the flat fire department. Most
cars come with a stock scissor jack, which
is great, but reclly hord to position in the
snow. Last year we invested in o 2000
Ibs. hydraulic jock with o wide base that
fits. in the trunk just fine and mokes
propping up the car much easier,

ain, if you've got the cash or the
hook-ups, a mcﬂe; impact wrench is an
awesome fire-c accessory, I
have an impoct wrennE a simple !r-c
to have a lug nut welded onlnihecﬂmof
your standard scissor jock. If you con get
your hands on this setup, you can change
tires like o pit crew. Gomﬁ right along
with this, ry keeping o full-sized spare
instead of & donut, Donuts don't work so
:e" in the winter unless you have four of

em.

IF you ean't afford a hydraulic jack
and/or o cordless impact wrench, you
should be able to afford o cross lug
wrench. You can get these from any
automative retailer for around 525 bucks.
Seeing as there are four different lug
socke! sizes on these wrenches, we
marked our socket with yellow tope. Fyou
use the mcmau could srip your
lug nut, and that's bad.

Here is quick list of things to keep
tensions down in-car during Thunderbird:

A good flashlight. This is a necessity
iolly on o night rally or a winter
rally when the sun goes down early. It can

also help if the wiring on your map light

ils.

Gum. Both drivers and co-drivers get the
worst "been in o cor for 600 kms breath.”
A litfle minty freshness goes @ long way,

Duct tapa. Trust me, you're going fo
need to MacGyver something in your car
at some paint, like a muffler or o window

ing.

Visine and aﬁloc:.l Tllesle twe compa-
nions are small an a o
team comfort. After &r&g io:g “cz'yall day
or nat sleeping-in the day before a night
rally, your eyes get dry. Dump o few
artificial tears in your eyes to keep them
fresh. The antacid is great to hove ofter oll
the bumping and josting.

Anti-diarthea medication. Tempers flare
when one of you has fo toke o fime out.
Plus, it can get to be around minus 20
Celsius around Merritt in February, That
reminds me, pack soma toilet paper foo,
just for safety.

Water, and lots of it. Keep o bottle or o
camalback handy at all imes, water helps
keep you alert.

Nopkins/Wet Naps. Some drivers like to
eat buffalo wings in the car. Plus, nopkins
can mop up mnjlmg snow from leaky sun
roofs or window seals.

Time caleulating caleulator. You can
dewnlood and print off the sheet for
converting hundredths into minutes and
sﬁcl:;}oon your cblipboord. Iwh;ﬂnl | svgs%gl
you do an’ or oan sl out
lora Timeyh“\:yﬁm Il,r:uuode? #9126, This
bad boy calculates ime for you and is
availoble in Surrey from Jubilee Rose
Enterprises. Check it cur on the web ot
www jubileerose com.

Goed luck and 'l see you ot T-Bird!
By Geoff Gauthier
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Assistant Coordinator ss7



