Rowsnd 4 of the BC Regional TSD Rally
Championship, the Golddigger Rally 2005
took place on the overni uly 23-24.
Thirteen teams made it 1o the new start
Tocation in Lytton on the Fruser Canyon
where the weather couperated for a
pleasant if breery outdoor registration and
technical inspection.

Ddometers were checked on the highway
drive to Spences Bridge where the competi-
tors turned into the hills to run on com-
ple new Regularity stage
crossed back and forih over th
the Hat Creek platean.

Creek was made before the seec
returm on more new roads 1o rally end in
Bostom Bar.

The main reason for moving the rally
dlitional Pemberton base was the
r erosion of the Hurley Pass road
und that region’s penchant for cating tires.
The Fruser-Thompson uren promised w be
Fering to get away
from the repetitive stages around Gold
Bridge. Unforunately, scantered rockfalls
along the new route provided nasty
surprises for everyone and not repeating
stages meant you didn"t know what 1o
expect. A night rally with very lintle traific,
the speeds were intended 1o be interesting.
With the addition of rocks the even!
became extremely challe md attrition
played o significant role in the owcome.

Rallying at O'dark:30
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Organizers and competitors both re-
learned some basic rally concepts as the
night progressed. Proper car preparation
for any rally is o must and the first sia,
saw retirements when rocks dam

Gieelen/Adie Festiva wore out its trunsmis-
ston and tired steering while th
Westwick™Mathews rel E
hanging exhaust 1o the area directly
beneath the rear tires, Daly/Usiare were
dealt a cruel blow mid sta,
Mot tire tumed nasty upon discovering
the key for the locknuts hod not been
replaced in the car at the last deal
With no way to remove the wheel a tow
truck was summoned by sat-phone.

The third stage also claimed victims, The
Muydaniuks in the St were forced 10
withdraw afler puncturing and with only a
space saver as spare. The Adrenalin Rally
team of Tewnion/Carriere lived up to s
name when they failed to follow the Golden
Rules of Rallying .. stay an the road, stay
on the route, stay on time. Championship
events are tricky to drive ol best and |
know only twolsic) well how haste makes
waste when trying 1o make up lime.

Fortunately there was no need to test the
rally’s safiety plan as both crew members
were Ok,

After the mid-route rest stop the remain-
ing teams seemed to find the rhythm of the
event (drive well and watch for rocks! ) and
the lack of furihy
workers a chanc:
onder.

At the end of the road it was the US 1
of Gary Webb & John Kisela who beat Ren
Carrol and stand-in driver John Erickson to
the podium for first went to the
Historie Volvo of G
Marcan who just edged rivals Richard
Childs & Helen Welter. First Novices were
Stephen Ban hris Peake with the only
surviving Calculator competitors Martin
Chung & Christa Monasch picking up their
class win for a finish

As event operator | take away much 1o
think about. The roads hold promise for
returmn visits i the rockfoll hazard can be
s el of

minimized. The communics
HAM radios worked well in places and not
at all in others so better utilization of
resources is needed. The safety plan
adopted this year for TSDs would have
worked nicely if needed. The people of
Boston Bar and Lytton were very helpful 1o
me and this more than anything else will
persunde me where 1o run next year's roule.
Forthe small communities throughous BC
that our & rallics contact, a parade of 30-40
customers in the space on an hour
can be a blessing or a curse. 1 fully
wntend 1o support those busine:
that have made an effort on our
behalf. | don’t know how they
manage to survive and if they fisil
their towns will too. Event the
wonderful roads that link them will
become abandoned and we will lose
our playground,
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